Westerners first encountered
katagami when Japan
opened up to Western
visitors at the end of the
nineteenth century. At the
time, katagami were little-
valued in Japan, regarded

as simply part of the textile
printing process.
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To Western traders and
visitors, katagami were a
_ : cheap way of consuming
R AR L - genuine Japanese art.
e Consequently, large
numbers were bought by
Westerners. They were
acquired by European
museums and art schools,
and by design companies
such as the Silver Studio.
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